
St. Paul Boulevard Fire District 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners 

Cooper Road Firehouse, 433 Cooper Road  

July 06, 2022                                          
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The Special Meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Chairperson Shafer.  
 

Attendance: Chairperson Shafer, Commissioner Haas, Commissioner Skelton, Commissioner 
Weaver, Commissioner Pat Cooke, Administrator/Secretary Riley, Treasurer Igor Zubrzycki, 
Captains DeWitt and Warth.  
 

Excused: None 
 

Pledge: The pledge of allegiance was led by Chairperson Shafer.               
 

Public Appearances:  None 
 

Chairperson Shafer called the Special meeting to order.  He opened the first topic which was to 
discuss the status of the search for a paid Fire Chief.  Commissioner Cooke spoke about  options 
the fire district might consider such as re-interviewing the two top candidates from our earlier 
interviews.  Or a nationwide search.   Commissioner Haas mentioned that has researched several 
agencies that deal with Executive level job recruiting.  A vast majority of  the search is now done 
through social media.  Commissioner Weaver asked about what the cost would be.  Commissioner 
Haas said there are several different pricing packages available. Chairperson Shafer spoke that we 
need to look at this as a short term a long-term process.  
 

Commissioner Skelton spoke once again about the present 25-year retirement plan affecting our 
ability to attract candidates. Commissioner Skelton reviewed with the Board the various plan 
options of a 20-year plan vs a 25 1/60-year plan. The cost of the 20-year plan with 1/60th can only 
be considered if we first adopt the straight 20-year plan.  Igor spoke about the cost he has been 
given from New York State Retirement for just the 20-year plan for our members.  The cost is 
approximately $58,000.00.  Then all members are automatically placed in that plan by New York 
State.  The member has up to twelve months to switch back to the 25-year 1/60 plan if they choose 
to.         
 
At this time, Chairperson Shafer asked Commissioner Skelton if he wished to bring this discussion 
on the retirement plan up for a vote.  He said he did.   Commissioner Skelton then made a motion 
2nd by Commissioner Haas to adopt a resolution that the St. Paul Boulevard Fire District offer the 
New York State Fire and Police and Fire Retirement 20-year plan to our members.  This motion 
carried 4-1 with Commissioner Shafer abstaining.   Treasurer Zubrzycki will proceed with the 
proper paperwork required by  New York State and Secretary Riley will prepare the Resolution.    
 
Adjournment: There being no further business, the July 06, 2022, Special meeting was moved 
for adjournment by Commissioner Cooke and second by Commissioner Haas at 5:45 pm. This 
motion was carried 5-0.  
  
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
 
Edward J. Riley 
District Administrator/Secretary 


