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The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Chairman D. Cooke. 

 

Attendance:  Commissioners D. Cooke, J. Turner, Harvey, Haas, Shafer, Treasurer Sienkiewicz 
Deputy Treasurer DeMart and P. Cooke, Administrator/Secretary Riley, Chief Dyrland, Deputy 
Chief Line, Captain Semmler, Lieutenants Christian, Gartland and DeWitt and Firefighter Hahn. 
 

Excused:  None 
 

Pledge: The pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Shafer.   
 
Moment of Silence: A moment of silence was held in memory of all deceased members of the 
St. Paul Blvd. Fire District especially Firefighter Barto.  Commissioner Turner made a motion 
2nd by Commissioner Cooke to set aside a page in the minutes for Firefighter Barto.  Motion 
carried 5-0. 
  
Public Appearance:  None 
 
Prior minutes:   
The minutes of the July 24, 2019 Commission meeting have been distributed previously and 
copies are in the Board members folders. With one minor correction (adding DeMart to the 
meeting attendees) noted a motion by Commissioner Shafer and 2nd by Commissioner Turner to 
approve was carried 5-0 in favor. 
 
Correspondence and Petitions:  
Outgoing:   

The required RS 6082 Notification of Death form for Richard W. Barto was sent to the New 
York State Local Retirement Office.  
    

Incoming: 

An invitation was received from the West Webster Fire District to attend the dedication of their 
new fire station on Sunday, September 8, 2019.   RSVP is due September 3rd.  
 
The Fire District received the revised By-Laws of the St. Paul Boulevard Fire Association dated 
August 5, 2019.   A copy of this document will be kept in the Board of Fire Commission Office.       
  

Chief’s Report:   

Chief Dyrland submitted the following report.   The St. Paul Blvd. Fire District responded to 190 
alarms for the month of July with 102 being EMS. There were 18 simultaneous alarms for the 
month. A complete detailed run summary is included with these minutes.     
 
Other items reported by the Chief:  
 

• The Chiefs equipment show was short on vendors this year.   
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• There were Water Rescue Disc/ Rings ordered and received which will be used on 
shoreline water rescue calls.   

Report of Attorney:  Nothing of significance to report at this time.   
 

Report of Secretary: (see Report of District Administrator). 
 
Communications:   
Commissioner Shafer reported on the 2020 communication budget items that were submitted. 
 

Apparatus, Equipment & Insurance:    
Commissioner Cooke reported the following on the status of the apparatus: 

• Q150 rear door is being repaired. 

• Hose test is complete. Ladder testing is being scheduled for December.   
 
Personnel:  
Commissioner Turner reported: 

• The District Inspection invites are out.  The gift has been ordered. Arrangements for a 
group photo have been done.  He would like the Chief and Chairman to make remarks 
before the dinner.  

• Turner has approved an opportunity for the career staff to attend NYS Officer 3 & 4 
training with the Barnard Fire District. 

• Lt. Warth is finishing up his First Line Supervisor training in New York City.      
 
Executive session:  At 5:12pm Chairman Cooke moved at the request of Commissioner Turner 
to an Executive session to discuss several personnel related matter. At 5:30pm Executive session 
was terminated.  
 

Health, Fitness & Wellness Committee Items:   
Commissioner Harvey reported that a donation was made by a resident earmarked for some type 
of fitness equipment.   He is looking into the matter. 
 

Report of District Administrator:  
The Intermunicipal agreement with Monroe County for fueling district vehicles has been 
officially executed.  The vehicle information to program the fuel keys is being gathered.   St. 
Paul needs to pick a start date.  Both the Van Lare and Scottsville Road fueling sites can be used.    
The Scottville Road site is across from the Public Safety Training Facility  
 
Properties/ Strategic Planning Committee Items: 
Commissioner Haas reported on the following items: 

• The interior door replacements are due to be delivered any day.   They will be installed 
shortly after. 

• Four core cylinders for the small meeting room doors have been re-keyed with new keys.  
The new keys will be issued for those authorized access by Commissoner Haas.   
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At this time Commissioner Haas called upon Captain Semmler to present the space allocation 
committee findings.  Committee members were: Pat Cooke, Dave Haas, John Semmler, Peter 
Skelton and Joe DeMart.   The is a short-term solution for current needs for administrative office 
needs at Cooper Road fire station.   Handouts of the presentation were provided to all Board 
members and Board Officers. The complete presentation is included with these minutes.     
After a discussion a motion was made by Commissioner Turner and 2nd by Commissioner Shafer 
to approve this project not to exceed $35,000.00.  This motion as carried 5-0.  The funds will be 
allocated from the Facilities Reserve account.   A permissive referendum is required for this 
action.  
     
Reading of the Bills:  
Treasurer Sienkiewicz presented abstracts #15 and #16 the bills from August 2019 to be 
approved for payment (copy filed with these minutes).  Total expenses for the month are  
$182,789.09. Significant expenses for the month to note were: $1,295.00 for aerial testing of 
Q150 and $4,804.00 for the Red Alert annual program cost. 
 
After a review of the abstracts by the Treasurer and with the Board’s review a motion by 
Commissioner Turner and 2nd by Commissioner Haas to approve the bills after proper auditing 
by the Board was carried 5-0. In favor.  
 

Report of Treasurer:  

Treasurer Sienkiewicz provided a handout of the 2020 budget worksheet.  This worksheet will be 
used to develop the 2020 proposed budget.   He reviewed the comparisons of income and 
expenses between 2019 and the 2020 requests.  Expense are up 2.3%.   If the Board wishes to 
stay at or under the 2% cap the income would need to be increased to $2.81 per thousand of 
assessed value for the residents of St. Paul.  This is a 6-cent increase for 2020 from 2019.    At 
the September 23rd meeting the Board will be asked to adopt a proposed budget for 2020 in 
preparation for the public hearing on October 10, 2019.       
   
Unfinished Business of the Board:  
Commissioner Turner has meet with County Civil Service to discuss the creation of a Business 
Manager position for St. Paul.  This position will be in the exempt class.  There is a need to 
“cleanup” some of St. Paul’s current administrative positions with Civil Service.  Ed will be 
working with the County to do this.    Ed and John will be following up on the new position.   
 
New Business of the Board:  
Captain Semmler along with Lieutenants Christian, Gartland and DeWitt made a presentation to 
the Board on current personnel staffing of apparatus as it applies to emergency operations.  This 
presentation centered around the staffing of the first due Engine 153.  The group presented both 
short-term and long-term ideas. Recommendations and solutions for optimizing the staff with a 
combination of career and volunteer firefighters were reviewed.    Several options were 
presented including expanding the training of volunteers on emergency driving and operations of 
the Quint and Engine.  This concept along with the second call staffing by the volunteers would 
be encouraged. There were projected costs, but the efficiency of crews was the primary focus.   
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Following the presentation was a lengthy discussion between the Board members and the 
presenters.  Many ideas for future utilization of personnel were reviewed.  A brief discussion on 
the bunker program took place.  A copy of this presentation is included with these minutes.    
 

Adjournment:   

There being no further business the August 26th meeting was moved for adjournment by 
Commissioner Turner and 2nd by Commissioner Shafer to adjourn the meeting at 7:02pm was 
approved 5-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Edward J. Riley  
District Administrator/Secretary 
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This page is dedicated 
 

In memory of 
Firefighter 

Richard W. Barto 

 

1942 - 2019 
 


