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The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Chairman Haas. 

 

Attendance:  Commissioners Haas, Shafer, Harvey, Turner, D. Cooke and Administrator / 

Secretary Riley. 

 

Pledge: The pledge of allegiance was led by Commissioner Shafer.  

 

Topic of Workshop:  

Chairman Haas opened the meeting to introduce the topic of the workshop.  The workshop was 

called to discuss the current situation with the failed deliver of the new engine 153 from Sutphen 

Fire Apparatus Corporation.  Chairman Haas mentioned that the president of Sutphen, Mrs. Julie 

Phelps has asked to attend the meeting and will be arrive around 5:30pm tonight.   

 

Chairman Haas reviewed the February 8, 2018 letter sent to Sutphen.  Copies of this letter are in 

the Board members folders.  Haas stated that he would encourage the Board members to have a 

united front in the decision of what conditions St. Paul would agree to before we accept the 

delivery of the apparatus is approved.   

 

Commissioner Harvey asked what the status was of Sutphen’s current position.  Haas mentioned 

that Sutphen did response to St. Paul’s letter of February 8th on February 21st.  Copies of that 

correspondence is also in the Board members folders for review.    Haas also pointed out that the 

Stuphen February 21st response did not address many of the items in St. Paul’s February 8th 

letter.           
 

At this point in the meeting, Chairman Haas polled the Board members for their position. 

 

Commissioner Haas stated that his position was at a minimum St. Paul should insist on a 7-10 

years warranty on the complete the pump assembly.  His concern is mainly around liability. 

 

Commissioner Turner agreed with this position.      

 

Commissioner Harvey agreed as well. 

 

Commissioner Cooke stated that the complete change out of the pump assembly is not necessary. 

He suggested a 5% discount on the price would provide some insurance should St. Paul have 

future issues that incur necessary revenue.  

 

A Board discussion took place around the 10-15-year warranty and 100% warranty.  There was a 

discussion on the piping systems of and associated water components. 

 

At 5:30 pm Mrs. Julie Phelps the President of Sutphen Corporation entered the room.  Mrs. 

Phelps apologized for the unfortunate incident with the frozen pump on the new St. Paul Blvd. 

fire engine during the delivery on February 3, 2018.  She said this has never happened an 

anytime with a delivery by Sutphen.     
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Mrs. Phelps stated that she was able to purchase an extended 5-year pump warranty from Hale 

for the engine.   The warranty covers parts and labor.  She also provided a copy of Hale’s 

warranty certificate. 

   

She provided a copy of the pump tests from both before and after the freeze event.   The original 

test was on 01/01/18 and after the accident on 02/22/18 (copies of these tests are in the Board 

members folders).    

 

At this point in the meeting at 5:50 pm Chairman Haas excused Mrs. Phelps from the meeting 

temporarily.     At this time, the Board had a discussion around the concern with the warranty on 

parts and labor and the need for the Board to emphasize the February 8th letter and position to 

Mrs. Phelps.    

 

At 5:58 Mrs. Phelps re-entered the meeting. Chairman Haas reviewed two specific items in the 

February 8th letter from St. Paul to Sutphen.  Those two items were: 

 

1). Total replacement of the pump assembly is required to re-instate the warranty. This includes 

the transfer case, as it is water cooled. The replacement pump shall be 3rd party tested to original 

specifications 

 

2). All valves, hoses, fittings, pipe, gauges, or other water bearing components shall be warranted 

from defect for the life of the vehicle to The St. Paul Blvd. Fire District.     

 

Mrs. Phelps spoke about the total replacement of the pump. She stated that Sutphen does not 

believe that is necessary.   She also spoke about a life time warranty and the fact that there will 

be normal “wear and tear” on components.     Commissioner Harvey mentioned that there is no 

way to determine as an example if a valve might be cracked.   His position remains that St. Paul 

should be given a 10-year parts and labor warranty on items that would not be normal “wear and 

tear” and in addition a cash discount for use for future problems that may be unforeseen.  

 

Adjournment:   

There being no further discussion Chairman Haas adjourned the workshop meeting at 6:13 pm.    

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Edward J. Riley  

District Administrator/Secretary 


